
‘Our shock over family bigamist!’ 

Discovering that one of their relatives was a bigamist has led to a whole new career for a 

mother and daughter team from Over Wyre. 

Beverly Sloane from Pilling and her daughter Leanne Tonge from Preesall began tracing 

their family history five years ago but they soon ran into difficulties.  

“We uncovered details about my great-grandmother Jane Burke on the 1901 census. 

However when we came to track her down on the 1911 census she’d disappeared,” 

explained Bev. 

“After conducting more research we discovered that she had married my great-grandfather 

William and they had had two children – but whilst William, who was a sailor, was away at 

sea – she married someone else!” 

“It was really fascinating,” said Leanne. “We had difficulty finding her on the 1911 census 

because she’d changed her name from Jane, to Mary Jane and her surname had changed 

from Sloan to Morris. She did everything she could to cover her tracks. She even registered 

her children as ‘step-children’.” 

In Jane’s defence the family think that one explanation for her bigamy was that she thought 

William had died at sea, as he’d been away for so long. 

“It’s a good job she wasn’t caught though,” said Bev. “At the turn of the century you could 

be forced into hard labour or given a prison sentence for bigamy.  

“The really sad part of the story though, is that we still haven’t found out what happened to 

William. Family folklore suggests that he did return home only to find he’d been replaced 

and after that he may have gone to Scotland or America – we’re still trying to trace his 

movements.” 

Bev and Leanne’s sleuthing however led not only to them learning more about their family 

but to developing a whole new career. 

“The two of us had always wanted to be Private Investigators,” said Leanne who has a 

degree in Forensic Science from the University of Central Lancashire. 

“Once we’d got the bug for genealogy, we thought there was nothing stopping us from 

taking this further.” 

They both joined a Lancashire Private Investigation firm and went on many training courses 

to study genealogy, probate management, asset research and tracing missing people. 



“Last year we decided to launch our own business Genealogy Links UK, and it’s been 

brilliant,” said Leanne. “As well as researching family trees, we’ve also been tracing people 

all over the world either to put them in touch with long lost relatives or in our capacity as 

heir hunters.” 

The other area the mother and daughter team specialise in is asset research. 

“It’s thought there could be in the region of £77 billion of unclaimed assets sloshing around 

the financial system,” explained Leanne, “and it’s our job to reunite lost or unclaimed 

financial assets with their rightful owners.” 

The majority of this lost money comes from dormant bank accounts, orphan pensions, 

unknown windfalls, missing shares and abandoned dividends, forgotten life insurance 

policies, National Savings Certificates and Premium Bonds which have not been redeemed; 

but also included is £300 million in unclaimed National Lottery winnings!  

“We feel like we hit the jackpot when we started tracing our family tree,” said Bev. “We 

didn’t realise then that uncovering the mystery of Mary Jane and William would lead us to 

uncovering the mysteries of many families across Lancashire!” 
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